
 

Every fall, Mr. Breitsprecher 
and his Kindergarten students 
conduct a survey to determine 
how many bears are in the 
area.  Understanding bear 
migration patterns is important.  
We also need to know how many 
bears the children in Ripon are 
taking care of.  Can you help us 
count bears in your household? 

With your help, children can count bears by using 
tallies – lines in groups of 5 – each bear gets one line.  
For example:   
 

 The first bear would be counted like:  | 
 

 A second bear would be counted like:  | | 
 

 Three bears would look like:  | | |  
 

 Four bears would be:  | | | |  
 

 The fifth bear would finish the grouping:  | | | |  
 

All bears should be counted and tallied – stuffed 
bears, ceramic bears, bear dolls, bear blankets, bear 
bedding, and even REAL bears.  The data we collect is 
important and it helps us share number skills.   
 

Can you and your child please tally the bears in your 
home on the back of this paper so that we can 
complete this year’s survey?  Please send this tally 
back with your child’s library book.  THANKS! 
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